
To Clayton Residents, 
 
 My name is Gerard Craft and I am the owner of Pastaria, and soon to open 
Sardella, both restaurants located in the Centene Plaza at 7734 Forsyth Blvd. 
I am writing briefly to share my experience with Centene Corporation and its Chief 
Executive Officer, Michael Neidorff. 
 I am personally very excited for the project across the street and what it 
means to the Clayton area.  When we decided to open Pastaria in Centene Plaza and 
to move Niche there from another location, it was clear to me right off the bat that 
Mr. Neidorff cared about every single detail of our project. He wanted all the right 
people in place and would do just about anything to make sure it was done. Opening 
Pastaria was far and away the largest and scariest project we had ever taken 
on,  and there were countless unexpected costs along the way. Mr. Neidorff always 
found a way to help us and made sure we wouldn’t fail before we even started. Most 
landlords would have found chain tenants with endless amounts of money, but Mr. 
Neidorff knew how important having local flavors was to the success of Centene 
Plaza. 
 Success is exactly what the Centene Plaza project has been. Not only are the 
offices full, every single restaurant in that building is full.  I believe it may be the 
busiest restaurant block in all of St. Louis. Our company employs over 250 people 
and the majority of them work there.  
 I hear many people speak about St. Louis, and many seem scared of growth 
for some reason.  Growth brings more people to this city, which brings more jobs, 
which fills restaurants, retail shops, and grocery stores. This is the key to having a 
vibrant city that makes young college graduates want to stay here instead of leaving 
for a cooler spot. Centene is one of a small handful of companies helping to make 
that change.  
 
Sincerely, 
Gerard Craft 
 
 


